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The Common Loon (Gavia immer) is an iconic water bird known for its haunting calls and distinctive breeding plumage.
In North America, Common Loons summer on waterbodies across Canada and the northern United States, with New
York’s Adirondack Park located in the southernmost part of their breeding range. These fascinating birds provide valuable
insight into the health of the aquatic ecosystems where they live. Loons are a long-lived (25-35 years!) species at the top of
the aquatic food web, thus they are an excellent sentinel of environmental concerns, including contaminants, human
disturbance, and climate change.

The Adirondack Common Loon population has been increasing since the 1970’s, with an estimated 2,000 adult birds now
residing throughout the Park. However, while the number of adults has grown, the chick survival rate has decreased
(Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation unpubl. data). Common Loons require 0.48 chicks per pair to survive to {ledging to
account for the number of adult mortalities each year (Evers ez al. 2020). Rates below 0.48 will lead to a population decline
because there are not enough chicks to compensate for the number of adults who die annually. Declines secondary to low
productivity will have delayed impacts on overall population numbers because loons do not reach maturity for several
years, and only produce one or two young per year (Zozer et al. 2013). Although the Adirondack adult loon population is
currently strong, there is concern for the future with a productivity rate of only 0.43 chicks per pair.

Climate change is a primary concern impacting loon populations. Studies have shown that waterbirds, including loons, are
particularly susceptible to climate change, and a recent study indicates that the Common Loon will have an anticipated
breeding range loss of 27% across North America loons move their breeding territories northward to cooler areas

(Audubon.org 2019) .
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